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The story of railway engineers George and
Robert Stephenson is one of the greatest ever
told. The offspring of an illiterate colliery hand
and his son developed the steam locomotive
concept to the point where it became universally
accepted as the primary mode of land transport,
and in doing so not only paved the way for the
British railway network, but opened up the five
continents with rapid communication and
changed the world in a way that emperors and
kings with all their might had never managed.
Their locomotive Rocket was not the first in the
world, but in terms of transport technology it
was the turning point that provides the essential
link between the Industrial Revolution and the
modern world of today. Together with LK. Brunel,
George and Robert Stephenson were the
towering giants of British — and world —
engineering in the nineteenth century, inspiring
generations in the years since.

In Halsgrove's new, pocket-sized hardback series
of great lives, renowned railway specialist Robin
Jones re-tells the story of the Stephensons —
Father George whose entire family at his birth
lived in one room in an obscure
Northumberland village, and son Robert who left
a fortune at his death and is buried in
Westminster Abbey — who rose from the
humblest of beginnings to dominate the
engineering landscape and to become true
heroes of Victorian Britain.

ABOUTTHE AUTHOR

A graduate of the University of
Central England, Robin Jones, founding
editor of Heritage Railway magazine,
was a news editor and chief
investigative reporter at the Birming-
ham Evening Mail, and over the years
has produced several books and
special publications, along with
historical features for numerous other
newspapers and periodicals. He has
been interested in railways from a
very early age, when his elder brother
Stewart took him trainspotting at
Widney Manor station in Solihull at
the age of four, at the end of the
British Railways steam age.
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GEORGE & ROBERT STEPHENSON

In 1822, George Stephenson and Nicholas Wood
built this 0-4-0 for Hetton Colliery in County
Durham. It is now displayed in the Locomotion:
museum at Shildon.

George Stephenson and (right) Robert Stephenson
in his younger days.

The National Railway Museum’s static replica of
Rocket inside the Great Hall.

Rocket on the bridge
Museurn o York

Most iF nat oll vsites of the miseum
will hove heard of Racket, although no
doubt some will labour undss the
misapprshension it wos built entirsly by
Gearge Srephenson, as. his son Roben
undertock more then his foir shose in its
production os we sholl sea. Whot stll
neer foile o suprise railway enthusiasrs
& the nisfoken belefof mony that i wos
the weild's first stoom lecomoive,

That honaur goes to Comish mining
enginest Richord Tiewihick, who buil 0
mumber of steam-powered locomorives
firstly for wood and then i, when he
four that they were for foo by for the
paar guality muddy potholed mods of the
day.

Tevithick successully demwonstioted o ™
steom locamative in public for the first

fime o the Pempdorren Tramrond neor

Mty Tydfl in 1604, bur while 1t cearly
impressed the onlockers, it did not
immedintely spuk off o tronsport
tethrolagy revolution. Naither did his
Cateh-ame-who-can Iocomotive,  which
hauled passengers in o coninge arend o
i set-lke cirulr demonstiotien tradk
near the: site of tha presenr-doy Euston
Station in 1808,

Indead, there wera plenty of odmirers,
bt for him camenercinlky no tkers, and o
disillusionsd Travithick mewed oo o other
fields. He died penniless in 1634,
iranically the some yeor a the first steom
line in his nofive Commwoll, the Bodmin &
Widebridge Roilway, wns opened.

Others, however, had beea noting

o Traithick's work from ofor, even if they
" d not bought any of s locamatives. In

that fist dacode of steam, the hoese wos

Example of a double-page spread.

Vintage models of Rainhills Trials competitors Rocket, Novelty and Sans Pareil at the National
Railway Museum in York.



